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The Olive Tree Madrasah is envisioned to be a unique Islamic institution providing authentic

knowledge to the future generations of Scotland (Edinburgh). The school will be recognised

for: knowledge, research, professionalism and care.  

Introduction
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A QUICK OVERVIEW 

Age

from 5 years onward  

(there is no maximum age limit) 

Class Groups

Beginners 5 years +  

Intermediate  

Advanced 

Seminary: 15 years + 

Tuition Fees

Tuition fees are charged at a base

rate of £35/month with increments

based on the level of education

offered. The Advanced and

Seminary level classes are charged

at rates of £40 and £50/month

respectively. 

The Academic Year 

Term times and holidays coincide

with Edinburgh city council’s school

calendar.  

Opening & Closing Times 

The Madrasah operates Monday to

Thursday 5pm to 7pm. Each class

receives 4 hours tuition weekly. See

operations policy for more details. 

The name: Olive Tree Madrasah? 

Allah mentions the olive as a blessed tree (Qur'an 24:35)

whose fruit illuminates. A beneficial legacy is described in

terms of a tree growing in fertile land giving its fruit. And a

good word is like a tree whose roots are firm (Qur'an 14:24).

Together, these meanings give us our core values as a

Madrasah: knowledge, sincerity and service. 

Finally, the Olive Tree can grow in Scotland and bear fruit,

although with careful nurturing. 

Founder/Director 

Yahya Barry 

PhD (cand.) Islamic Studies, University of Edinburgh 

MA Religion in Peace & Conflict, Uppsala University 

MA The Religious Roots of Europe, Copenhagen University 

BA Theology, The Islamic University of Madinah 



SUBJECTS & LEARNING OUTCOMES

School Curriculum a specialist school giving good

foundations to the study of islam 

01 Class A (Beginners)

The target age group is 5-7 years. The main

learning objective is to provide a good foundation

for basic Qur’anic and Arabic reading, writing,

memorisation and recitation skills. 

To supplement this, the pupils will also be

grounded in simple knowledge of the Prophetic

Sunnah through Islamic Etiquette and stories of

the Prophets.  

02 Class B (Intermediate)

The target age group for this cluster is 8-11 years. Here,

the main learning objective is to consolidate and build

upon existing Islamic knowledge and competencies.  

Besides an increment on Hifdh (memorisation), there

will be a gradual focus on meaning and beginning to

build a good relationship with the Qur’an and helping

them to start seeing everyday situations where they can

use their faith and Islamic knowledge.  

At this stage, aspects of basic Aqidah will be

introduced, Hadith and Tafsir. Their Arabic language

competencies will also be brought up to a level of

simple sentence construction.  

03 Class C (Advanced)

The target age group for this class is 12-15 years. At this

stage, the students begin to develop more complex

competencies in the Islamic sciences they have

acquired. 

Besides an increment in Hifdh (memorisation) volume,

this will be complemented with an increasing

cognisance of the Arabic language where it is aimed

they start to recognise meaning in the Quranic texts

they engage with. 

The supplementary Islamic sciences of: Aqidah, Hadith

and Tafsir will be complemented with Fiqh, Sirah and

Tarikh. 



Olive Tree Madrasah opens its doors for the first 
time this coming August 2018 for a new academic 
year. It is a unique and exciting opportunity to be 
part of a good legacy for Islam and Muslims in 
Scotland.  
We combine high competence in the Islamic 
disciplines with cutting edge research in education, 
the social sciences and humanities to create the 
best possible learning environments for our 
students. These together with our values, we hope, 
will equip our students with the abilities to fulfill 
their best potentials in being Muslim citizens giving 
their fruit to humanity. 

For enquiries on enrolment and further information: 

Email: contact@olivetreemadrasah.org 
Phone: +44 777 112 3340  
Visit: www.olivetreemadrasah.org 

Be Part of a Good Legacy
" W h e n  t h e  h u m a n  b e i n g  d i e s ,  a l l  t h e i r  a c t s  c e a s e  
e x c e p t  t h r e e :  b e n e f i c i a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  c h a r i t y  &  t h e  
p r a y e r  o f  a  r i g h t e o u s  c h i l d . "  S ̣a h ̣i ̄h ̣ M u s l i m  N o . 1 6 3 1

04 Seminary

For students of 15 years and over. The main objective

behind a seminary is to provide a viable and accesible

resource for local students of knowledge to access a

systemtic Islamic education in a comprehensive

manner. 

 The idea is to give keys for later specialisation - if so

desired. The disciplines to offer will be comprehensive:

Qur'an, Tajweed, Tafsir, Fiqh, Hadith, sirah, Aqidah,

Tarikh, Mustalah, Nahu and Sarf. 

The seminary itself will most likely evolve down the line

as students progress and start to pursue specialised

interests.  


