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Religious and Moral Education (RME): Experiences and Outcomes (Scotland) 

The Olive Tree Madrasah supplements the current RME curriculum by providing specialised tuition and mentoring in Islam to support both Muslim 
and non-Muslim students in their academic and vocational journeys. In outlining our own curriculum, we have taken serious consideration of the 
national standards and adapted them to deliver our aims and objectives. Our values resonate with those outlined in the Scottish national 
curriculum which outlines the following. We have adapted it where we saw it befitting, and in doing so, we have aimed to compliment it.  

Learning through religious and moral education1 enables me to: 

* recognise religion as an important expression of human experience.

* learn about and from the beliefs, values, practices and traditions of Islam.

* explore and develop knowledge and understanding of religions, recognising the place of Islam in the Scottish context.

* investigate and understand the responses which religious and non-religious views can offer to questions about the nature and meaning of life.

* recognise and understand religious diversity and the importance of religion in society.

* develop respect for others and an understanding of beliefs and practices which are different from my own.

* explore and establish values such as wisdom, justice, compassion and integrity and engage in the development of and reflection upon my own
moral values.

* develop my beliefs, attitudes, values and practices through reflection, discovery and critical evaluation.

* develop the skills of reflection, discernment, critical thinking and deciding how to act when making moral decisions.

* make a positive difference to the world by putting my beliefs and values into action.

* establish a firm foundation for lifelong learning, further learning and adult life.

1 Adapted from the Scottish Government’s Curriculum for Excellence: Religious and Moral Education. 



Theme Beginners Intermediate Advanced 

Beliefs 

Aqidah 
 العقیدة

I know the basic Islamic beliefs 
through exploration of Muslim 
stories in the Quran and 
Hadith. 

By exploring and investigating 
artefacts, I am growing in my 
knowledge of the Islamic faith 
and my awareness of Islam’s 
role in Scottish society. 

Through exploration, 
investigation and reflection of 
the Muslim stories in the 
Quran and Hadith, I am able to 
describe and show my 
understanding of some core 
beliefs Muslims have. 

I can talk about my beliefs. I 
can explain some key Islamic 
beliefs about Allah, the 
Prophets, the natural world, 
and how these beliefs lead to 
actions for Muslims. 

I am developing my knowledge 
of Muslim beliefs and my 
awareness of Islam’s role in 
Scottish society and the world. 

Having knowledge of core 
Islamic beliefs, I can express 
reasoned views on these and 
discuss how putting them into 
practice impacts individuals 
and society. I can confidently 
support my own responses to 
these issues of belief. 

I can explain the contributions 
of the Islamic beliefs to human 
society, now and in the past. 

I can discuss and give 
examples of the contributions 
of the Muslim community to 
Scottish society. 

I am able to appreciate that a 
range of beliefs exist within the 
Muslim community of Scotland 
and abroad.  

I can show understanding of 
the beliefs of world religions. I 
am able to identify similarities 
and differences between these 
and my Islamic beliefs.  



Theme Beginners Intermediate Advanced 

Values & Morals 

Sulook 
 السلوك 

As I learn through activity and 
exploration, I am developing 
my understanding of what is 
fair and unfair and the 
importance of caring for, 
sharing and cooperating with 
others. 

Through exploring Muslim 
stories in the Quran and 
Hadith, I start to develop my 
understanding of some key 
Islamic values. 

Having explored Quranic, 
Hadith and other Muslim 
stories, I can show my growing 
understanding of key Islamic 
values and how they might be 
put into action in people’s lives 
and communities. 

Through investigating and 
reflecting upon the Muslim 
sources of Quran and Hadith 
along with other literature, I am 
beginning to understand how 
these have shaped Islamic 
morality.  

I can share my developing 
views about values such as 
fairness, equality and equity, 
and love, caring, sharing and 
human rights. 

Having reflected upon the 
Islamic positions to issues of 
morality, I can discuss ways in 
which to create a more just, 
equal, equitable, tolerant and 
compassionate society. 

I can demonstrate my 
developing understanding of 
moral values through 
participating in events and 
projects which make a positive 
difference to others. 

I can describe how the values 
of Islam contribute to as well 
as challenge Scottish and 
other societies.I can apply my 
developing understanding of 
morality to consider a range of 
moral dilemmas in order to find 
ways which could promote a 
more just and compassionate 
society.  

I can identify and describe the 
key features of the values of 
world religions. 



Theme Beginners Intermediate Advanced 

Practices & Traditions 

Fiqh-ul-'ibādāt 
 فقه العبادات و شعائر اإلسالم

Through activity and 
exploration, I am becoming 
aware of the importance of 
Islamic practices of worship. 

I am able to identify some of 
the basic ritual acts and daily 
aspects of worship in Islam. 

I am developing an 
understanding of the 
importance of celebrations, 
festivals and customs in 
Muslim people’s lives.  

I am increasing my knowledge 
and understanding of different 
forms of Islamic worship and 
rituals and can explain their 
importance for Muslims. 

I am beginning to appreciate 
how the Islamic acts of 
worship and rituals are based 
upon teachings from the 
Quran and Hadith literature. 

I am able to learn and perform 
key acts of worship and rituals 
as part of a daily lived Islam.  

I can describe the major 
Muslim celebrations and 
traditions. I am able to 
consider how these are lived in 
Scotland and in the broader 
Muslim and non-Muslim world. 

Having reflected upon the 
teachings of the Quran and 
Hadith literature, I am able to 
appreciate the evidences to 
support the positions I take on 
my acts of worship and rituals. 

I am beginning to develop my 
understanding of why 
differences of opinion exist on 
Islamic worship and rituals.  

Through investigation of and 
reflection on Islamic traditions, 
practices and customs, I can 
explain the significance of 
these for Muslims across a 
range of Scottish Muslim 
communities. 

I am able to reflect upon my 
own responses to the 
challenges and opportunities 
presented by religious and 
cultural diversity with both a 
Scottish and global context.  

I can describe and reflect upon 
practices of world religions.  



Theme Beginners Intermediate Advanced 

Supporting 
Knowledge & 
Competencies 

‘Ulūm Musā’idah  
 العلوم والمهارات المساعدة

I am able to identify, read and 
write all the letters of the 
Arabian alphabet.  

I can recognise when the 
Arabian letters join to form 
words and simple sentences. 
My Arabian vocabulary starts 
to grow and I know basic word 
meanings.  

I am developing foundation 
Tajwīd skills in reciting the 
short chapters of the Quran. 

I am able to memorise some of 
the last juz’ of the Quran.  

I am beginning to expand my 
Arabian language skills by 
increasing my vocabulary. I 
can recognise basic sentence 
structure in Arabic and can say 
simple phrases. 

Having gained more fluency in 
reading Arabian text, I am now 
able to implement the key 
rules of Tajwīd to help 
enhance my Quran recitation. 

My memorisation skills 
increase as I commit more 
chapters of the Quran to 
memory. 

I begin to learn about the Sīrah 
(biography) of the Prophet 
Muhammad صلى اهللا علیه وسلم.  

I am beginning to appreciate 
how the knowledge and skills I 
develop enrich my faith. 

My Arabic language skills 
allow me to understand some 
verses of the Quran and 
Hadith literature. I begin 
developing an understanding 
of basic Arabian grammar. 

I have mastered all the rules of 
Tajwīd and can implement 
them independently.  

I am able to pursue a steady 
pace of memorisation that 
works for me. 

I begin to learn about Islamic 
history and recognise the 
contributions of the Muslim 
world to human civilization.  

I am able to reflect and 
critically think when faced with 
moral decisions. In doing so, I 
am able to use the knowledge 
and skills I have learnt to help 
me in my decisions. I can 
relate to others from other 
faith/non-faith backgrounds. 
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